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Who will hare all men to be saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
I Timothy, ii. 4. 


To have a right understanding of this passage of scripture it is 
necessary, . 

I. To investigate whose will is here spoken of. 

Il. What the meaning of the word, will, 7s. And 

Ill. What we are to understand by the phrase, al/ men. 

If we can rightly answer these inquiries, we shall then find a 
doctrine contained in the text perfectly consistent with all the rest 
of God’s word, and which may afford us sound edification and 
improvement. But on the other hand, if we will pay no regard to 
the meaning of the phrases in their true connection ; if we will not 
compare them with the analogy of the Scriptures, but will at all 
hazards put such a construction upon them as is most agreeable to 
our own depraved feelings; in this way we shalk fall into great 
errors no doubt; and if by so doing, we die in our ignorance and 
come short of salvation, we shall have nobody to blame but ourselves, 
for we do not follow the direction which is given us, to seek for 
wisdom as silver, and to search for her as for hidden treasure. 

In the first place, therefore, let us inquire whose will it is that is 
here intended. 

According to the immediate connection of the words it is evi- 
dently the will of God our Savior. “I exhort, therefore, that first 
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of all supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be 
made for all men; for kings and for all that are in authority, that 
we may lead a peaceable and quiet life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.” 

By God our Savior we may understand the man Christ Jesus. 
For as the man Christ Jesus was assumed into an actual union with 
the second person of the Trinity, whereby a mysterious person was 
formed, comprehending both God and man in the same person; so 
we find it to be according to Scripture expression, and we perceive 
no impropriety of language in speaking of this complex person, to 
give him an appellation which comports either with his human, or 
divine nature. Hence when the prophet fortells the birth of our 
Savior, he speaks in this wise, “‘ Unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” Again one of the 
New ‘Testament writers speaking of the blood of Christ, which 
must unquestionably relate entirely to his humanity, says, “Got hath 
redeemed us by his own most precious blood ;” called the blood of 
God, because the man Christ Jesus was united to the Godhead. 
And for the same reason, the man Christ Jesus, he who is the one 
mediator, and who gave himself a ransom for all, may with the same 
propriety be spoken of in his human capacity, in the verse preceding 
the text, under the appellation of God our Savior. 

But if the phrase, God our Savior, may be understood as applying 
to Christ in his finite human capacity, then the will of God our 
Savior, may mean simply his finite human will; and in this view it 
may be necessary to consider it under the same limitations with his 
human will in all other cases, and as being in subordination to the 
will of God the Father. Though Christ was united to Deity, yet he 
had a human will, as well as a divine will; and his finite will not- 
withstanding it was always exercised with perfect submission to the 
divine will, yet always had its own peculiar exercises, as much as 
the will of any other being whatever. This was necessary in order 
that he might exercise obedience. On this ground alone he became 
a subject of law. And in this view, the will of Christ was no more 
certain to effect what he willed and desired, than the will of any 
other creature which is perfectly innocent and holy, and perfectly 
resigned to the will of God. Hence upon a certain occasion we 
find him using the very same form of expression, which any good 
man might be supposed to use in view of approaching sufferings. 
** Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” And again, 
“* Not my will but thine be done.” The truth is, though Christ was 
united to the divine nature, yet in his finite mediatorial capacity, he 
had a finite will perfectly distinct. By this he became a subject of 
law and was capacitated to yield obedience. And in the exercise 
of this will from motives of the purest benevolence, he has left 
behind him a perfect pattern of duty for all his followers to imitate, 
so far as they may be placed in similar circumstances. Being thus 
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in his finite capacity subjected to law, according to that ability 
which God gave him, he sought to advance the highest interest of 
all mankind. He went about doing good to the souls and the bodies 
of men. He exerted his power of working miracles in relief of the 
distressed. He gave good counsel to the most hardened sinners, 
and taught them the way of life. He suffered without a murmuring 
word, the malice of those to whom he had done the highest acts of 
benevolence ; and even when expiring on the cross, he prayed for 
them who were immediately instrumental of his death; saying, 
“Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And with 
the same views and exercises being perfectly conformed to the law 
of God, in this his human capacity, he undoubtedly had an inclina- 
tion, so far as God gave him the power, to reform all men and to 
lead them to the knowledge of the truth. With the same submission 
with which he prayed that the cup of his affliction might pass from 
him, he prayed that God would forgive them that crucified him ; 
aud with the same submission to the divine will, he would have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. But, 
as the cup of his affliction did not pass from him, notwithstanding 
he prayed for it, so neither have we any certainty, that all those who 
were active in his crucifixion were ever forgiven, or that all men 
will ever be saved, to that extent which the man Christ Jesus, in his 
human capacity, submissively desired. The words of the text then 
may admit of such a paraphrase as this: ‘‘The Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, has set us a 
perfect pattern of that benevolence which creatures are capable of 
exercising. It behooveth us therefore, to copy his example. He 
manifested universal benevolence. He prayed and labored for the 
reformation of all classes of men. And now if we have a similar 
spirit, we shall go and do likewise. ‘I will, therefore, that suppli- 
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men; for kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead 
.a peaceable and quiet life in all godliness and honesty ; for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who will have 
all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.’ ” 

If this explanation be admissible, then the text will afford no 
doctrine that is contrary to the current of Scripture, let the phrases, 
which follow, be understood in any sense, whereof they are literally 
capable. But if it seems more agreeable to the minds of any, to 
understand the phrase, God our Savior, as meaning Christ’s divine 
nature, we will then proceed to remark, as was proposed, in the 

Second place upon the meaning of the word, will. 

And here we must observe, that the will of God is used to signify 
two different things. Sometimes the phrase signifies God’s absolute 
determination, purpose, or decree. So it is used in Romans, ix. 19. 
“ For who hath resisted his will?” And again in Ephesians, i. 11. 
“ Who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” In 
this sense the will of God is in every instance effectual. _ 

But again, the will of God is sometimes used to signify merely his 
law, or precept. Thus in Matthew, vii. 21. ‘ Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
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but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.” That 
is, he who yields obedience to the evangelical precept. In the Same 
sense, Christ declared it to be his meat and drink, to do the will of 
him that sent him; that is, to conform perfectly to the law of God 
in the fulfilment of all righteousness. (Jolin, iv.34.) And again, 
the Apostle Paul uses it in the same sense, when he speaks of it as 
a rule of life to believers. Romans, xii. 2. “That ye may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” From 
all which it appears, that the will of God may be understood accord- 
ing to the analogy of the Scriptures, as signifying nothing more than 
his preceptive will, or commandment; and that, therefore, however 
irresistible, or however sure of accomplishment, his eternal purpose, 
or his decretal will may be, yet his will in this other sense of the 
word, whereby is intended his law, or precept, may be and ina 
variety of instances is in fact violated. Nor is there anything in all 
this, but what we daily see exemplified before us. For we need not 
go beyond our own observation and experience, to be convinced 
beyond all possibility of gainsaying, that notwithstanding the positive 
efficiency of Deity in working all things after the counsel of his own 
will, that is to say, his decretal will; yet his preceptive will, that is 
to say, his law, or commandment, in many instances is not conformed 
to; but is, in fact, violated in every transgression that was ever 
committed. God in his law, in his preceptive will, requires univer- 
sal, unreserved obedience; but in the execution of his purpose and 
counsel, as the governor of ail things, he doth not interpose to 
prevent the transgression of it. And if there be warrantably made 
such a distinction, between his decretal and preceptive will in all 
those common actions which relate to his law in the general, then 
there can be no reason assigned, why the same distinction should 
not be made in those actions, which relate to the precepts of the 
gospel in particular, 

We are warranted to say, if the analogy of Scripture requires it, 
that the will of God means nothing more than his preceptive will, 
er gospel commandment in the words of the text. And agreeable 
to this mode of construction, the following paraphrase would not be 
amiss. ‘“ Notwithstanding God as the governor of the world exer- 
cises a universal efficiency, working all things after the counsel of 
his own will; yet in order that moral beings, and men amongst the 
rest, might have room for a display of character, he saw fit to give 
them his preceptive will, his law, or commandment. And he not 
only gave it in its eriginal form to beings in the general; but he 
also gave a new edition of it to men considered as sinners, making 
room for the exercise of repentance in the gospel of his Son. Ac- 
cordingly as men are conformed, or not conformed to this evangeli- 
cal law in the temper of their hearts, so they stand accepted with 
God through the merits of Jesus Christ, or they-stand condemned 
in all their transgressions. There is no way in which any can 
atiain to happiness, but by a conformity tothis law. And now since 
this law requires the exercise of a universal benevolence, and since 
it is the duty of every man, not only to yield obedience to the gos- 
pel for himself, but likewise to bring others, as far as God hath 
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given him the ability, into the same belief and practice, which are 
equally required of all, whether they are obedient or disobedient; 
therefore let every one desire not only his own reformation, but the 
reformation of the world: and let him give all diligence to diffuse 
the spirit of the gospel as extensively as may be. I exhort, therefore, 
that universal benevolence be exercised ; ‘ that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings 
and all that are in authority, that we may lead @ peaceable and quiet 
life in ali godliness and honesty ; for this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Savior, who will have all men to be saved ;’ 
that is, who commands all men every where to repent, that they 
may be saved, ‘ and come to the knowledge of the truth.’ ” 

If this explanation be admissible, then there can no doctrine be 
gathered from this passage, that is contrary to the current of the 
Scriptures, let the other phrases he understood in any sense of which 
they are literally capable. But if it be more agreeable to the minds 
of any to understand the will here spoken of, to mean the obsolute 
decretal will of God, which must in the full extent of it prove effect- 
ual, I would then proceed as was proposed in the 

Third place, to make some critical remarks upon the phrase, all 
men. It requires no great labor to show that general terms are 
often used, not to signify absolutely the whole, but only a majority, 
a principal part, or some of all sorts of those things which are the 
subject matter of discourse. Thus, when John came preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, though we have no reason to suppose, that 
every individual in Judea went to his baptism; yet as there were 
great multitudes who did thus, we are told in a popular way of nar- 
ration, that there went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea, and all 
the region round about Jordan and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins. ‘Thus when Paul and Silas came to Thessa- 
lonica, though it cannot be supposed that the gospel had at that 
time been preached through all parts of the world that were known, 
yet as there were great multitudes who had become converts to this 
religion, the Jews made such a speech as this, ‘‘ These that have 
turned the world upside down, are come hither also.’”’ Thus De- 
metrius says of Diana, the goddess of the Ephesians, because her 
worshipers were very nnmerous, (notwithstanding, it cannot be 
supposed that Diana was ever worshiped even by all the Pagan 
world,) that she was one, whom Asia and the world worshiped. 
Thus Paul in his Epistle to the Philippians, though there were un- 
questionably some who’ were real disciples, and therefore could not 
come under the charge which he brings, yet as it was true with 
respect to the great multitude, he scruples not to speak in general 
language and says, “ for all seek their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ’s.” Thus also, in his Epistle to Titus, notwithstanding 
the gospel had not at that time been revealed to all men universally, 
neither has yet been, yet because this grace had been manifested to 
some out of all classes and descriptions of men, he says, “ The grace 
of God which bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men.” And 
in the same way these general expressions are very her used 
in common discourse, when, at the same time, nothing more is 
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intended by them, than a majority, a principal part, or some of all 
classes. But if a general phrase may have a limited signification in 
any instance, then it is possible that it may have in the words of the 
text. And, indeed, that it ought to be so understood, appears very 
apposite to the whole scope of the Apostle’s subject. For what is 
the Apostle here speaking of, when he exhorts that prayers be made 
for all men? Why first, kings and all that are in authority; then 
common citizens, that we may lead a quiet life; and then for all 
ranks and conditions of society; for this is acceptable in the sight 
of God our Savior, who will have all men, that is some of all classes 
and descriptions of men, to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. Or suppose the Apostle had in view the final success 
of the gospel, when it shall eventually prevail through the world, he 
might still, with the greatest propriety, make use of the phrase, all 
men, when he thereby intended all the existing inhabitants of the 
world, in the time of the millennium, or latter-day glory of the 
church, foretold by the prophets. According to this construction, 
such a paraphrase as this may be made upon the words, with the 
most perfect concordance with all the other declarations of the holy 
Scriptures. ‘ Whereas it is comprehended in the purpose of God, 
to gather in sons and daughters, elect heirs of glory, from all cl sses 
and descriptions of people, therefore it is warrantable, both to pray 
and to labor for the reformation of all ranks, classes and conditions. 
Not only for-kings ; but for all other kinds of civil officers ; not only 
for such as are in authority, but for private citizens; for such as are 
in the lowest possible station. And whereas it is comprehended in 
the purpose of God, that the gospel shall one day have a universal 
success through the world, when all shall know the Lord from the 
greatest to the least, therefore, it is warrantable to pray for this too ; 
for all this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who in this sense has declared it to be his decretal will, that all men 
shall be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

Thus we perceive, that there may be made upon this passage, 
three different expositions, each of which is perfectly harmonious with 
the whole volume of divine truth; and yet the doctrine of universal 
salvation, is not to be found in either. If there be three obvious 
constructions whiclf are perfectly rational and which quadrate with 
all the rest of the gospel-system, why should we labor to invent a 
fourth which is not obvious; which cannot be demonstrated by any 
reasoning ; and which is directly contradictory to the plain general 
meaning of revealed truth. It is, indeed, demonstrable, that God as 
the author of the universe, hath all things immediately within his 
power, and that men as well as angels, and all other intelligences, 
are altogether in his hand, as much as the clay is in the hand of the 
potter. Were it, therefore, his determination, his power is abun- 
dantly sufficient to effect the renovation, and the consequent salva- 
tion of every individual. But this, he has informed us, will not be 
the issue of the great designs which he is now unfolding; but on 
the other hand, he has expressly declared that some will die in their 
sins, and will suffer an eternal condemnation on the ground of their 
unreasonable opposition to his government and wilful impenitence, 
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He has told us that there will be an exhibition of the punishment of 
the wicked made in eternity, where their worm dieth not and the 
fire is not quenched. ‘To say, therefore, that all men are sure of 
heaven, let them be penitent, or impenitent, is asserting what God 
has expressly declared shall never be. And we have none the more 
reason to suppose that all men will be saved, merely because Christ 
in his human capacity, set his disciples an example of benevolence ; 
because God in his preceptive will commands all men every where 
to repent; or because it is contained in his unchangeable purpose, 
to bring some of all classes and descriptions of men to repentance, 
and finally to effect a universal reformati6n of the nations. Let 
God’s preceptive will enjoining it upon men to repent, in order that 
they may be saved, be extensive as it may; yet unless his gospel 
commandment be obeyed ; unless men do in fact repent in the day 
of their visitation, his decretal will will never save them. God has 
indeed sent his Son into the world, to make a display of his right- 
eousness, and to give to all who have a humble contrite heart to 
receive him, eternal life. God is indeed calling upon all to turn to 
him and live ; and the promise of his sanctifying Spirit is to all that 
truly desire it. All his people who are gathered into his kingdom 
are offering up supplications, prayers and intercessions, on the be- 
half of all ranks and conditions of men; and laboring with ardent 
desires to bring all the world out of their abject state of slavery to 
sin, into this glorious liberty of the gospel. And all the wheels of 
providence are constantly in motion to bring forward the glorious 
reign of righteousness which is to take place in the latter days, and 
the more exalted state of glory to which his people shall be raised, 
when the great drama of this present world shall be wound up and 
finished. But what then? If we have no inclination to follow 
Christ as our Lord and master ; if we have no spirit of repentance 
to confess and forsake our sins; if we will pay no regard to the 
prayers and intercessions of God’s people ; and if we treat with cold 
indifference and neglect, that glorious and exalted happiness which 
Christ hath freely offered to them that obey him; all this display of 
the benevolence of God in the gospel of his Son, will be so far from 
effecting our salvation, it will only render us the suitable subjects of 
a greater condemnation. Take heed, therefore, lest by putting a false 
construction upon the word of God, any should fancy to themselves 
an encouragement to remain in their present impenitence. Bring 
not upon yourselves the delusion and the disappointment of those 
who go through life, hoping that they shall be saved at last, though 
they still continue in their sins, and who never find out their mistake 
till they find it in hell. Repent while it is an accpted time. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, whose 
preceptive will it is, that all men should in this way be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 





True charity receives her instructions, as well as her existence, 
from faith in God’s word; and when faith points to human beings 
in danger, charity, without delaying to propose questions, hastens to 
their relief. Payson. 
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For the New-Enecland Teleorenh 


Rerprty Tro *C. 8.” 


Mr. Eprror,—I believe that ‘* God hath foreordained whatsoever 
cometh to pass ;” and “‘ executeth his decrees in the works of creation 
and providence ;” and “ worketh all things according to the counsel 
of his own will.” And I consider it a most supporting, cheering 
and animating consideration, that a being of absolute perfection, 
ot infinite power, wisdom and goodness, has all creatures and events 
under his direction and control; and that ‘‘ the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth,” as an abSolute sovereign. And when there is such 
a formidable combination and violent opposition, to this and ether 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel, and especially to the orthodox 
Congregationalists, I think it is peculiarly desirable that collisions 
among themselves should, as far as possible, be avoided. It is, 
therefore, unpleasant to me to be engaged in controversy with any 
such. 

And I should not have made any remarks upon the sermon, 
which appeared in your paper for January 7, had I not supposed it 
implied the censure which F named. And I referred to various 
expositors, who understood the text differently from the author of 
the sermon, to show that the censure would, as I thought, fall on 
many good men. ‘“ My objections,’’ or objection, was confined 
wholly to the 4th inference. And this I meant to express in inof- 
fensive language. And instead of intimating that he designed to 
cast the supposed censure, and a “ harsh and uncharitable”’ censure, 
1 said, “‘ I presume he did not.’’ I did not even “ publish my ob- 
jections” to his explanation of his text. Indeed I was not satisfied 
as to the meaning of it myself. And TI have lived too long in the 
world not to know how hard it is, when an opinion has been 
advanced, to be convinced that it is wrong, or to give it up, not to 
make me cautious in advancing an opinion, till I am fully satisfied 
that it is correct, and can be maintained. 

But “‘C. 8.” “ was not prepared to expect such objections from 
me.” It seems that he had before too high an opinion of me. And 
as we are required “not to think more highly ofourselves than we 
ought to think ;” and as we should not desire that others should 
think more highly of us than we deserve, I ought not to regret that 
his good opinion of me ts lessened. 

“C. 8” says, I “ quoted a part of his 4th inference,” and thinks 
me “rather harsh and uncharitable,’’ for supposing, if I understand 
him, that his inference implied such a censure, where, as he says, 
** 7 said nothing in my sermon to warrant such an allegation, which 
I should by no means be willing to make.” ‘This seems to imply 
that I quoted him unfairly, and thus misrepresented his sentiments, 
which, if I could see that I did, I should be very sorry for it. I 
quoted the inference substantially, and a part of the illustration and 
proof. 

An inference is a proposition, containing a sentiment, deduced 
from the subject discussed, and plainly expressed. And though it 
may be farther illustrated and proved, the sentiment is not changed. 
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And I do not think, that, as I quoted it, the sense was altered, or 
that the sentiment, which I supposed it expressed was not conveyed. 
I will quote it with my alteration in brackets. “If we have such 
reasons to thank God that we have been the servants of sin as we 
have contemplated, [If we should thank God that we were the 
servants of sin,] then we may justly conclude that God will not 
accept the thank-offerings, prayers, praises and religious services of 
those who refuse to thank and praise him in the sense of the text, 
that they have been the servants of sin.” Here is a plain sentiment 
that ‘God will not accept of the thank-offerings, &c. of those who 
refuse to thank him in the sense of the text,” that is, as he under- 
stands it, “‘ that they have been the servants of sin.” 

I will now give ‘my reasons,’? why I was not convinced that 
““C.S.’s” sense of the text was the true one. ‘There is a plain dis- 
tinction between the holy purposes and agency of God, and the 
sinful agency of man. And there is no sin or sinner, where there 
is not sinful agency. And to be a sinner is to ‘‘do” evil, or commit 
sin. And if we thank God, we thank him for something. If then 
we thank him for any thing except his own holy agency, and causing 
“the wrath of man to praise him,” and educing good from all the 
sin which takes place, I do not see but we must thank him “ for 
doing that abominable thing,” &c. For this is what constitutes us 
the servants of sin. I do not therefore see the absurdity which he 
attempts so wittily to fix onme. I will not say that he saw 


‘«___. what is not to be seen.” 
For as I have not such “ optics keen” as he has, he may probably 


“ 





see what is not to be seen” 
by me. 

I did not see that “ C. S.’s” “‘ proof texts” proved that his explan- 
ation of his text was correct. The words of Christ, “I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things,” 
&c. is apparently the most applicable. But Christ thanks the Fa- 
ther only for his own agency. And “C.S.” admits that we are not 
“to thank and praise God for sin, as being a blessing in itself, or 
thank him for permitting, or causing it for its own sake.” And if 
we are not to praise him for its own sake, we are to praise him for 
the good which he educes from it. 

But perhaps “C. S.” will say that his text is plain and explicit, 
and that any other sense than that which he has-given is “ absurd.” 
I think Iam more and more convinced of the importance of going 
to the Bible, as the only sure guide in our inquiries after truth, and 
of receiving all its declarations without reserve. And when I can 
ascertain what that teaches, I desire to yield an unreserved assent. 
But in the text under consideration, Romans 6. 17, the original will 
admit of a different rendering. “Or: rendered that, is often trans- 
lated for. See Matthew, xi. 21,22. Luke xiv. 11. 1 Cor. xi. 14. 
2 Cor. i. 5, and vii. 8. &c. ‘“ Wo unto thee, Chorazin! wo unto 
thee, Bethsaida! (x) for if the mighty works,” &c. “ (“Or) For 
he that exalteth himself,’ &c. If we translate or: in Romans vi. 17. 
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for, it will be thus, ‘‘ Thanks be unto God, for ye were the servants 
of sin, but ye have obeyed,” &c. 

I suggest this translation, but would not say that it is the true 
one. As it stands in our translation, 1 know of no other similar 
expression in the Bible. Decrees, predestination, divine efficiency, 
and other doctrines and the various duties of religion, are taught in 
many places. I have, therefore, been Jed to doubt whether our 
translation of this text, in its most obvious import, conveys the true 
meaning. But perhaps some one who is better acquainted than 
myself with the original, can make it appear that the true meaning 
is conveyed. We should desire to know only what the Scriptures 
teach. 

Though I am not satisfied that “‘ C. S.’s” explanation of his text, 
which I admit is the most obvious import of our translation, is the 
true one, we, I presume, agree on the leading doctrines of the 
gospel. I am not disposed to engage in defending what I have here 
suggested. And if he writes again, I shall not probably reply. 

Beza. 





From the Utica Christian Repository. 
Exposition or Matruew iu. 11. 


I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that com- 
eth after me is mightier than I, whose shoes Iam uot worthy to 
bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

**I baptize you with water unto repentance,’’ expresses—by this 
rite I bind you tothe duty of repentance. ‘* He that cometh after me” 
denotes the Messiah. ‘‘ Mightier than I’? means simply my superior. 
To bear one’s shoes is probably a proverbial expression for the duties 
of the most menial servants. The latter clause of the verse, “‘ He 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire,” has received 
a variety of interpretations. Of these I will notice three. The 
first is that of Grotius and many of the older critics, who maintain 
that wvevpe dyev relates to the descent of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost ; and wve to the “‘cloven tongues like as of fire” which 
“sat upon each of” the Apostles. To say nothing of the great 
incongruity of this exegesis with the context, it is a sufficient 
objection, that the discourse of John, to which the passage in question 
belongs, was addressed to the multitudes who came to him for 
baptism, and that therefore the expression “he shall baptize you,” 
cannot refer merely to the Apostles. 

The second opinion is the one adopted by Beza, Cappell and 
others, who suppose the phrase avsvgeats dyis xaos vgs to be a hebraism, 
designating the purifying influences of the Spirit. ‘This interpretation 
is not inconsistent with the context, and is favored by the antithesis 
between the former and latter members of the verse. It is chiefly 
supported, however, by the fact, that fire is often used to express 
the means of purification. But it makes agaiust this interpretation, 
that wherever fire is used to signify the means of moral purification, 
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it refers to a purification not by any gentle method, but by the sever- 
est afflictions. Matt. 3. 11. Zech. 13. 7,9. The figure is drawn 
from the refining of ore in a furnace ; and where purification by fire 
is spoken of, the meaning is connected with the source of the image. 
If a city or people is to be purified with fire, it is purified by those 
de-olating visitations of Providence which destroy the guilty, and 
leave the innocent to come forth “like gold from the fnrnace.” 

This fact naturally leads to the third opinion, namely, that of Sch- 
leusner and Kinnoel. According to these critics, the word BewrrZe in 
this formula, is used like the Latin word imbuo, in the meaning of 
bestowing copionsly, pouring forth in abundance: a use of the word 
common among Greek writers, classical and ecclesiastical. Mvsuse 
ey they refer to the divine instructions of our Savior and the 
religion which he established and propagated by his apostles. To 
mve they give the very common meaning of punishment, and suppose 
it to relate to the dreadful vengeance which was poured forth upon 
the Jews, in consequence of their unbelief. The succeeding verse 
places this interpretation almost beyond a doubt, by representing 
the Messiah as separating between his friends and his enemies, as 
conferring happiness on the former, and visiting the latter with the 
most awful punishments. ‘This then seems to be the meaning of 
the passage.—I indeed administer to you the rite of baptism, upon 
your profession and promise of repentance, but I am only the herald 
of a personage, so far superior to me that I am unworthy to perform 
for him the most menial offices—he will make to you a new and abun- 
dant revelation from God, and if you reject him, he will pour out 
upon you the fury of his vengeance. 





CurisT UNCHANGEABLE.—As, amid all the vicissitudes of the 
seasons, the succession of day and night, and the changes of the 
weather ,the sun remains and shines in the same part of the heavens; 
so, amid all the daily changes which the Christian experiences from 
darkness to light, and from summer to winter, in calms and tem- 
pests, the Sun of righteousness still continues the same; and ’tis the 
same love and wisdom which leads him to hide or to unveil his face. 
But the Christian is at first ready to imagine that the changes in his 
feelings proceed from changes in Christ; as those who do not con- 
sider the motion of the earth, fancy that the sun really rises and sets. 

Payson. 


The symptoms of spiritual decline are like those which attend 
the decay of bodily health. It generally commences with loss of 
appetite, and a disrelish for spiritual food, prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, and devotional books. Whenever you perceive these 
symptoms, be alarmed, for your spiritnal health is in danger ; apply 
immediately to the great Physician for a cure.—Jb. 


The best means of keeping near to God is the closet. Here the 
battle is won or lost.—Jb. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 


Mr. Tuacner,—lIn looking over the manuscripts of a pious and 
able minister, who lived, not many years since, in New Hampshire, 
I found the following scrap, which I think worth preserving ; and 
which, giving it the title you see, I commit to your disposal. 


‘ 


CLERUS. 
Sextrisn Love tro CuristT. 


“Tue joy in, and seeming love to God and Christ, which some 
persons have, arising from an apprehension that Christ died for, and 
God is determined to save them in particular, are no part of true 
Christian holiness, but are consistent with the reigning power of 
every lust. Many persons are apt to think, that they are Christ’s 
disciples, and do hunger and thirst after that righteousness to which 
the promise of eternal blessedness is made ; because they feel their 
hearts full of love and gratitude to Him for whet they imagine he 
has done for them. Whereas, if we examine this sort of love, we 
shall find it is altogether a selfish, contracted affection—a love to 
themselves and their own private, personal interest—and that it stands 
in direct opposition to disinterested benevolence, in which all holi- 
ness consists. A person may love Christ, in this view, without the 
least degree of holiness. This our Savior plainly teaches, in the 
sixth chapter of Luke: “If ye love them which love you, what 
thank have ye? for sinners love those who love them.” Sinners 
may be easily converted upon this plan, without having new hearts 
given them, or any change of heart for the better. They want this 
light only ; that is, a belief that God loves them (which is not light, 
but delusion) and they will love him in this view and on this ground 
only, without any disposition to love their enemies, and consistently 
with their continuing to hate the holiness of God. Saul would even 
weep through love and gratitude to David, for saving his life, and 
yet remain as wicked a man as he ever was. Mankind are apt to 
mistake a love of happiness, which is altogether a natural affection, 
and in itself considered neither virtuous nor vicious, for a love of 
holiness and a thirsting after righteousness. But they are very dif- 
ferent things ; so different, that a person may exercise a great degree 
of love to Christ for that part of his salvation which consists in deliv- 
erance from the curse of the law, or from punishment; while his 
heart is utterly opposed to him in the character of a holy Savior. 

** And hence it comes to pass, that if you ask a person, who thinks 
himself a child of God, and professes to love God and Christ—but 
does not love them in sincerity—why he loves Christ? He will 
doubtless answer, ‘ Because he is worthy to be loved.’ Butif he be 
asked further, Why Christ is in his view worthy of his love? If 
he answers honestly, according to his own feelings, he will say, 
‘Christ is worthy to be loved, because, being in the form of God, 
and thinking it no robbery to claim equality with the Father, he 
took upon him human nature, and sufferred and died to redeem my 
soul from hell.” While at the same time, he sees’ no form nor 
comeliness in him, why he should desire him for his own intrinsic 
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excellence, and while he does not in the least love him, because in 
his obedience unto death he loved and honored the Father. But, 
thus to love Christ, merely because he loves me, is not holiness, but 
selfishness. 

“To what has been advanced above, in opposition toa selfish love 
of the Savior, it may be objected, that the Apostle writes, 1 John, 
iv. 19, ‘ We love him, because he first loved us.’ What is here as- 
serted, is, that God’s love is first. Had he not first loved us, and 
given his Son to die for us, and then called us by his grace and 
given us new hearts—hearts to love him—we should have forever 
continued enemies to both Him and his Son. This is the plain 
sense of the words, and is agreeable to many passages of Scripture. 
Whereas, the other sense is forced and unnatural. The words are 
not, ‘We love him, because we first believed that he loved us;’ 
which is the spirit of the objection. But this is contrary to the 
whole run of Scripture ; for according to the representations of the 
sacred writers, we can have no evidence of our interest in the par- 
doning mercy of God, until we embrace the gospel ; and love to 
God is the only evidence we can have, that God loves us. They, 
therefore, who believe that God loved them, while they had no love 
to him, and began to love him on the ground of this belief, have 
believed a lie—and their religion is nothing but delusion.” 





For the New-England Telegraph. 


REMARKS ON SUBMISSION. 


Submission is an exercise required of a guilty creature, that re- 
pentance and faith may be exercised and God glorified. It is an 
unconditional surrender of the heart. It is with the heart that man 
believeth unto righteousness. In the act of submission no reserve 
is made; it is a consecration of all that we possess for time and for 
eternity, for heaven or for hell, as shall be for the glory of God. In 
this surrender no claims are made, no object sought but the divine 
glory. Self is given up, and selfishness is loathed and abhorred. 
And a new life of self-denial, of obedience, aud of disinterested love 
is exhibited whenever this surrender is made. This surrender im- 
plies a willingness to accept the punishment of our iniquities. It 
includes a cordial approbation of the penalty of the divine law in 
respect to every case of transgression. ‘The holy heart rejoices in 
the penalty against Ais transgression, as much as against that of his 
neighbor. If it is right that a single transgression should receive 
the execution of that law, which is holy, just and good ; it is equally 
right that the transgressor should acquiesce in the punishment. If 
the law is holy, just and good, the penalty. is also holy ; and if it is 
loved by him who made and pronounced it good, it also should be 
loved by the transgressor. And if the transgressor is penitent or 
submissive for his transgressions, he, in that act, fully and uncondi- 
tionally submits to the requirements of the divine law. He says to 
his heavenly Father, “I have sinned, and transgressed thy require- 
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ments, and I am sorry for my sin.” He feels that he has offended 
God without a just cause, and that he will doso no more. He feels 
to take a low place in the dust, and unworthy to raise his eyes to 
heaven or to the mercy seat. He says, ‘* Here 1 am, Lord, do unto 
me as seemeth good in thy sight.’’ This is the feeling of every re- 
turning sinner. What might the Lord do unto him? The Lord, 
the God of heaven and of earth, might, for Jesus sake, take him to 
himself in glory, or he might, in justice to his transgression, consign 
him over to the miseries of the second death. ‘To the mercy and to 
the justice of God, the sinner then submits unconditionally. He 
fecls that he has done wrong and that God will do right, and that 
God has a sovereign right to reign over him as shall be for his glory. 
He is willing that God should take him to heaven, or send him to 
hell, as his glory requires. The one or the other, the glory of God 
requires of every sinner. 

If the glory of God required the sa'vation of every sinner, then it 
follows that every sinner would be saved; or if his glory required 
the damnation of every sinner, then it certainly follows, that every 
sinner would be condemned. If there were but one place for de- 
parted spirits after death, unconditional submission would not be 
required nor exercised. If God promised al! with happiness, and 
threatened none with eternal death; then conscience would never 
reprove, if a man for virtue or for transgression were to have a 
reward. But submission is exercised, in view of the glory of God, 
and as guilty, ill and hell-deserving sinners and the immortality of 
the soul. The eternal happiness of the undying soul depends, as it 
respects the creature on a single act of entire submission. This will 
not fail of an eternal reward ; though it is the gift of God and wholly 
of grace. 

But the lively oracles reveal to us, that the glory of God does not 
require the salvation of every sinner; for it required the eternal 
overthrow of Pharaoh, and the eternal salvation of Moses. And it 
is so with all the sons and daughters of affliction. The glory of God 
requires the salvation of some, and the destruction of others. Mo- 
ses, previous to his submission, knew not how the divine glory re- 
quired that he should be disposed of. But he gave himself up un- 
reservedly into the hands of his heavenly Father, that God would, 
for his own glory, dispose of him as he saw best. This is the case 
with every returning sinner. I apprehend that not a Christian can 
be found, but what is willing, at times, that God should dispose of 
him as his glory requires. But God says, ‘‘ Those mine enemies, 
who would not that I should reign over them, bring hither and slay 
them before me.” P. W. O. 





Sutcine.—Dr. Johnson having expressed a decided opinion against 
suicide. Mr. Boswell said, ‘suppose a man is absolutely sure, that if 
he lives a few days longer he shall be detected in a fraud, the 
conquences of which would be utter disgrace and expulsion from 
society.” ‘Then ,” said Johnson, “let him go to some place where 
he is not known, don’t let him go to the devil where he is known,” 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 
INABILITY OF SINNERS. 


Mr. Eprror,—I am disappointed and somewhat grieved, at the 
notice you have been pleased to take of the communication of “ A. 
B.”’ published in your gazette of December 31st ; and embrace the 
first moment at command, to make a few additional remarks. I 
read with deep interest your sermon onthe spiritual death of sinners, 
and noticed with much solicitude the scope and tenor of your ob- 
servations. Believing, if I correctly apprehended your meaning, and 
you were right, that I had all my life long been in error, I addressed 
you before laying down your paper, the communication of “ A. B.” 
Nothing, Mr. Editor, was more remote from my intentions, than to 
engage in a discussion or an argument with you. I do not now 
intend it. Asa plain, common man, I better understand my prov- 
ince. I consider you as a public counselor—as sustaining the mo- 
mentous responsibility of instructing, through the columus of your 
gazette, the community at large. 1 appealed to you as such an in- 
structor, and hoped and expected some plain practical advice, instead 
of criticisms upon my phraseology. It is my misfortune that my 
views and meaning could not be apprehended and understood. They 
appear to me to be expressed with plainness—I designed them tobe 
respectful. And I still think, the majority of plain, candid men, 
will understand me. 

I have no where denied the natural ability of sinners. I believe 
it—and have most explicitly and expressly allowed it. What I sup- 
pose intended, by “moral inability of a natural kind,” may be 
understood from the sentence preceding the one in which the phrase 
is used. 

What I mean by “ taste,’ is the natural liking and inclination of 
the depraved heart. ‘To the third inquiry, I reply, the same crimin- 
ality attaches to sinners for remaining spiritually dead, that attaches 
to them for being sinners at all. And this also furnishes a reply to 
the fourth inquiry. 

You had told me, in your discourse, that I was able to awake to 
spiritual life—that it was as easy as to remain in spiritual death. 
That | could as easily do it as to turn from the South and go North 
—as easily, as to form any purpose ofaction. My own experience, 
the exercises of my own mind, the feelings of my heart pronounced 
this a mistake. In my own case, at least, I think I know it to be 
so. And what I know, I know; and my knowledge is worth a 
thousand theories, or metaphysical deductions. 

You would prove that | can do it by the illustration of the man 
in the prison, who was invited by the pilgrim and urged to come 
out, when Jesus Christ had opened the prison doors, and knocked 
off his bands. But the parallel, in my view is not correct. The 
bands are not knocked off the sinner. The sinner is still ‘‘ totally 
depraved.” He is bound still, by the chains of sin. He considers 
and esteems bitter, sweet, and sweet, bitter. He calls and considers 
light darkness, and darkness light. He ismad. Madness is in the 
heart of man while he lives, and after that he goes down to the dead. 
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The man in the prison has the doors opened, and his limbs un- 
chained it is true; so that he can exercise his natural powers ; so 
that he can walk. But the chains are not taken off from his mind 
and heart. He is spiritually dead, “totally depraved.” He views 
things through a false medium. He considers his prison an_empire 
—his room a palace—his confinement glorious liberty—himself not 
a prisoner, but a king. And with these views, it is as impossible 
for him in the nature of things, to exercise an inclination or dispo- 
sition to come out, as it would be for him to walk if his limbs were 
shot off. 

Now I ask, how can this delusion be dispelled? this infatuation 
be dissipated? You say, I have the power to do it. 1 find it not 
so. You say I can as easily do it as to turn north when I am walk- 
ing south. I find it otherwise. I find the determination of my;mind 
that I will turn from the south and go north, to be followed instantly 
by the exercise of my natural powers, and I turn. But I also’find, 
that the decision of my judgmentthat itis wise and best to love God, 
and the determination of my mind, that I will love and serve him, is 
not followed by a correspondent exercise of my affections. I find, 
to control and exercise my natural powers to be one thing ; and to 
control and exercise my moral powers, that is, my moral taste, in- 
clination, liking, to be quite another. I find, that my moral taste is 
not subject to my will, to the determinations of my mind, and the 
decisions of my judgment. For I often love that, which my judg- 
ment condemns, and which my mind determines I will not love. 
And I often hate that, which my judgment approves, and my mind 
resolves and determines I will love. I cannot therefore so control 
my moral taste, that is the affections of my heart, as to transfer them 
from earthly to heavenly objects. 

You remark, “it is surprising that ‘ A. B.’ after admitting the 
duty of sinners to awake from spiritual death, and the propriety of 
calling on them to perform that duty, should still deny that they have 
‘natural’ power to obey such divine command. That he affirms, it 
is the duty of sinners to do what they cannot do. And that it is 
proper to require them to do, what they cannot do. That this is 
absurd and unjust ; and involves the divine character.’”? Now, Mr. 
Editor, I have already stated, that I do not deny, and I never have 
denied that I possess “ natural’’ power. But I deny that I possess, 
and can exercise moral power or ability, in the way I consider you 
to say I can—that is, so as to awake myself from the sleep of spiritual 
death, and arise to spiritual life. It is, indeed, “ absurd and unjust, 
to require sinners to do what they cannot do.” I consider it their 
duty ‘‘ to love God with all the heart, and with all the soul, with all 
the mind, and with all the strength.” They cannot do it. As it is 
their duty so to love him, it is just and proper that God should re- 
quire it of them. If it is just and reasonable for God to exact it, it 
is suitable and proper that sinners should be required and urged to 
do it. 

In the sermon to which I have referred, you enforce the propriety 
of thus calling upon sinners, and urging them to this duty, from the 
ease and facility with which it can be done. A firm persuasion, 
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derived from the exercises of my own experience, that there might be 
error here, prompted me to address you. Suffer me to detail one 
item of this experience. In the sincerity and honesty of the youth- 
ful mind, fashioned and molded by the instructions of pious parents, 
as yet vitiated by no corrupting association with the world, I once 
entered into a written engagement to love and serve the Lord. I 
am not conscious of more sincerity of purpose, nor of a more firm 
determination of will, in any subsequent act of my life, which has 
been actually followed by anticipated results, than in this. But this 
determination, so far as I can discern, was not followed by any 
amelioration of character, or change of views. How then can I 
believe, that “ to awake to Spiritual life is as easy, for me, as to form 
any purpose of action?” I once formed this specific purpose, but 
as it seems, without the desired beneficial results. I have again, 
therefore, to ask, ‘‘ How shall it be done?” And I measure the du- 
ty and obligation laid upon you, to instruct me and others on this 
point, by the incalculable value and importance of the interests at 
stake, to be affected by the advice you are solicited to give. I ask 
advice about ‘‘ moral ability.” How shall I obtain it? About in- 
clination to love God. How shall I acquire it? To be told, Ido 
love him, because I “ will” not, gives me no relief. I ask, how 
shall I “ will” to love him, so as to accomplish it? Do you notice 
my remark, that to love God, necessarily implies a realizing appre- 
hension of the beauty and excellence of his character? But the 
corrupt and depraved heart cannot discern, apprehend and realize, 
this beauty and excellence. It must first be changed—it must be 
renewed—it must be “ born again’ —it must be, a ‘new heart.” 
And if it comes from God, I ask, how am I to obtain it? And if 
Ican make it myself, since I have hitherto tried in vain, I have 
again to repeat the momentous inquiry, “‘ How shall it be done ?” 
Feb. 12, 1835. A. B. 


Note.—The foregoing communication, as will appear by the 
date, was written in February last.23It came to hand after I had 
suspended my publication in the newspaper form. Since I began to 
publish monthly, I have found it impracticable to give it an earlier 
insertion. By this explanation, I hope the writer will rest assured, 
that I have had no intention either to treat him with neglect, or 
to evade the force of his inquiries. EpirTor. 





>. 


As Christ died for all, so he felt and wept for the sufferings ofall. 
The temporal and eternal calamities of the whole human race and of 
every individual among them all, seemed to be collected and laid 
upon him. He saw, at one view, the whole mighty aggregate of 
human guilt and human wretchedness, and his boundless benevolence 
and compassion made it, by sympathy, all hisown. It has been said 
by philosophers, that if any man could see all the misery which is 
daily felt in the world, he would never smile again. We need not 
wonder, then, that Christ, who saw it all, never smiled, though he 
often wept.— Payson. 
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For the New-England Telegraph. 


Dury or SInNERS TO MAKE THEM A NEW HEarrT. 


As I have not time, in this number of the Telegraph, to reply at 
length to the communication of ‘ A. B.” to which I mean to give 
farther attention; I shall avail myself of the opportunity to insert the 
following extracts from a sermon by the venerable Dr. Emmons. 
If the manner in which the subject is treated, does not satisfy the 
mind of “ A. B.”, I think it may be convincing to others; and per- 
haps, may prepare the way for the removal of those difficulties under 
which he seems to labor. Epiror. 


“ And make you a new heart and a new spirit—Ezekiel xviii. 31. 


“The plain and important truth, which properly falls under our 
present consideration, is this : 

‘It is the duty of sinners to make them a new heart. 

**T shall endeavor to show, 

“1. What a new heart is. 

“II. What it is to make a new heart. 

“III. That this is the duty of sinners. 

** The nature of this subject requires a careful and candid atten- 
tion; especially the two first branches of it, upon which a clear un- 
derstanding of the whole depends. For if we can ascertain what a 
new heart is, and what it is to make a new heart, the proof of the 
doctrine will be easy, and the whole discourse plain and intelligible 
to every capacity. 

“I. Let us consider what a new heart is. 

“Though a new heart be a Scripture phrase and in common use, 
yet different men attach very different ideas to it; and for this reason 
I shall proceed gradually in explaining it, and observe some things 
which it cannot mean. 

“‘ There is no ground to suppose, that it means any new natural 
power or faculty of the soul, which is necessary to render sinners 
capable of understanding and doing their duty. They are as com- 
pletely moral agents as saints, and as completely capable, in point of 
natural ability, of understanding and obeying the will of God. He 
knew that those whom he addressed in the text, and required to 
make them a new heart, were possessed of reason, conscience, and 
every other natural faculty of the mind, and upon this ground alone, 
made that solemn appeal to them in a preceding verse, ‘ Are not my 
ways equal? are not your ways unequal?’ Since God appeals to 
sinners as moral agents, we cannot suppose, that the new heart which 
he requires them to make, is any natural power or faculty of mind, 
which they do not need, and which, if they did need, they could be 
under no obligation to obtain. 

** Nor can a new heart mean any new natural appetite, instinct, 
or passion. Whatever belongs to our mere animal nature, belongs 
to sinners as well as to saints. And when sinners become saints, 
they experience no change in their natural appetites, or animal pro- 
pensities ; but a new heart commonly serves to weaken and restrain, 
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instead of increasing or strengthening such sensibilities as are desti- 
tute of every moral quality. 

. “ Nor can a new heart mean any dormant, inactive principle in 
the mind, which is often supposed to be the foundation of all virtu- 
ous or holy exercises. Such a principle appears to be a mere crea- 
ture of the imagination ; but supposing it really exists, what valuable 
purpose can it serve? Can a dormant principle, which is destitute 
of all perception and sensibility, produce love, penitence, faith, hope, 
joy, and the whole train of Christian graces? We may as easily 
conceive, that all holy affections should spring from that piece of 
flesh, which is literally called the heart; as to conceive, that they . 
should spring from any principle devoid of activity. A new heart, 
therefore, cannot mean a new principle, taste, relish, or disposition, 
which is prior to, or the foundation of, all holy affections or gracious 
exercises. 

‘‘This leads me to say positively, that a new heart consists in 
gracious exercises themselves; which are called new, because they 
never existed in the sinner, before he became a new creature, or 
turned from sin to holiness. This will appear to be a just and 
scriptural explanation of a new heart, from various considerations. 

‘In the first place, the new heart must be something which is 
morally good, and directly opposite to the old heart, which is morally 
evil. But there is nothing belonging to the mind, which is either 
morally good, or morally evil, which does not consist in free, volun- 
tary exercises. Supposing there is a dormant principle in the soul, 
which lies at the bottom of all voluntary exercises, yet so long as it 
lies dormant and inactive, there can be no moral quality belonging 
to it. And, indeed, if it should really produce moral exercises, still 
all moral good or evil would lie in the exercises themselves, and not 
in the principle, There can be no moral good or moral evil in any 
thing belonging to the mind, which has no perception and activity, 
Accordingly, we never praise or blame any person for any property 
he possesses, or any motive he puts forth, or any thing in him or 
about him, in which he is totally inactive and involuntary. The 
new heart, therefore, which must be allowed to be morally good, 
must consist in free, holy, voluntary exercises, and not in any thing 
whatever, which is supposed to be prior to them, or the foundation 
of them. 

“ This will further appear, if we consider, in the next place, that 
the divine law requires nothing but love, which is a free voluntary 
exercise. The first and great commandment requires us to love 
God with all our heart; and the second commandment requires us 
to love our neighbor as ourselves. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. God requires love, and nothing 
but love, in every precept or prohibition he has given us in his word. 
But we know, that love is a free, voluntary exercise, and not any 
taste, habit, or principle, which is totally inactive and involuntary. 
It is absurd to suppose, that God should require any thing of us, in 
which we are altogether passive, because this would be to require 
us to do nothing. Hence the new heart required in the text, must 
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consist in activity, or the free, voluntary exercise of true benevolence, 
which comprises every holy and virtuous affection. 

“ And this, I would further observe, is agreeable to the experi- 
ence of all who repent, and turn from their transgressions, and make 
them a new heart and a new spirit. The change which they ex- 
perience is merely a moral change. They find no alteration in their 
intellectual powers or speculative knowledge, but only in their mor- 
al exercises. They are sensible, that old things are passed away 
and all things become new in their affections. ‘They exercise such 
love to God, such hatred of sin, such faith in Christ, and such de- 
light in the duties of devotion, as they never exercised before. 
Thus it appears from the united evidence of reason, scripture and 
experience, that a new heart consists in nothing but new, holy, vol- 
untary exercises of the mind. Ifthis be a just explanation of anew 
heart, it will be easy to see, 

“II. What it is to make a new heart. 

‘“‘If a new heart consisted in a new principle or natural faculty, 
it would be difficult to see how a sinner could make him a new 
heart, without exerting almighty power, or performing an act of 
creation, which is absolutely impossible. But if, as we have seen, a 
new heart wholly consists in new holy affections, then all the sinner 
has to do to make him a new heart, is to exercise benevolence instead 
of selfishness, or to put forth holy instead of unholy exercises. The 
precept in the text which requires sinners to make them a new 
heart, means no more nor less, than their turning from sin to holi- 
ness, or exercising that pure and holy love which the divine law re- 
quires. ‘To make a new heart in this sense, is agreeable to the com- 
mon apprehension and the common language of mankind. It is 
very common for one person to say to another, make yourself easy, 
or make yourself contented ; that is, alter your mind, change your 
heart, exercise totally different affections fram what you have at 
present. And there are many other familiar expressions, which 
convey the same idea; such as these in particular, Be kind; Be 
careful ; Be sober; Be honest; Be generous; Be friendly. Every 
person knows when he is addressed in this form, that he is required 
to exercise proper, instead of improper affections, or to exercise 
benevolence instead of selfishness. And since the divine commands 
run in the same form, they are to be understood in the same sense. 
When God says, Be sober; Be vigilant; Be humble; Be obedient ; 
Be holy ; Be perfect ; he means that men should put forth truly pious 
and holy affections. And so far as these and other divine precepts 
respect sinners, they require the exercise of the same affections, 
only with this peculiar circumstance, that they are new, or such as 
they never exercised before. There is no command given to sinners 
more plain and intelligible, than the command to make them a new 
heart. It does not mean, that they should create any new powers 
or faculties, or lay any new foundation for holy exercises; but only 
that they should exercise love, faith, repentance, and all the gracious 
affections, to which the promise of pardon and salvation are made. 
As the new heart consists in nothing but new holy affections, so 
the making ofa new heart consists in nothing but exercising such 
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new holy affections. The way is now sufficiently prepared to 
show, ; 

“111. That it is the duty of sinners to make them a new heart. 

“]. The bare light of nature teaches that every person ought to 
exercise universal benevolence. This duty results from the nature 
of things. Every intelligent creature is capable of knowing the 
difference between moral good, and moral evil, and this knowledge 
Jays him under moral obligation to exercise true benevolence to- 
wards all proper objects of it. God is supremely excellent, and sin- 
ners are capable of seeing his great and amiable character which 
they are bound to love supremely. All who know God are under 
indispensable obligations to glorify him as God. Sinners are as 
capable of knowing God as saints, and are under the same obliga- 
tions to love him, notwithstanding the native depravity of their hearts. 
Their depravity wholly consists in selfish affections, which do not 
destroy either their capacity, or obligation to exercise holy and be- 
nevolent affections. ‘Though sinners have hated God, rejected the 
gospel, and lived in the exercise of perfect selfishness, in time past ; 
yet this is no reason why they should not immediately love God, 
embrace the gospel, and live in the exercise of true benevolence, in 
time tocome. It is just as easy for them to put forth benevolent 
exercises, as if they never had a selfish one before ; and their obli- 
gation to exercise benevolent affections is as great as if they never 
had been in the least degree selfish. The reason is, their obliga- 
tion to exercise benevolence, arises from the nature of things, or 
their being free, moral agents. ‘Though the Algerines are mere 
Pagans and destitute of the light of divine Revelation, yet they have 
no right to treat their prisoners of war with malevolence and cruelty. 
Neither their native depravity, nor their ignorance of the Bible, ex- 
cuses them for their malevolent and inhuman conduct towards those 
who fall into their hands. They ought to exercise benevolence in- 
stead of malevolence, or make them new hearts. The mere light of 
nature Jays them under moral obligation, to put away their hard, 
cruel, malignant hearts, and become kind, tender, and benevolent 
towards all nations. And surely sinners under the gospel are no 
less obliged, by the nature things, to put away all their selfish affec- 
tions, and exercise universal benevolence, or immediately turn from 
sin to holiness. It is just as easy for a sinner to begin to love God, 
as to continue to love him after he has loved him once; and it is 
just as easy both to begin and to continue to love God, as to continue 
to hate him. And for the same reason that he ought not to continue 
to hate God, he ought immediately to love him; or to put away his 
old heart of hatred, and make him a new heart of love. 

“2. God, who perfectly knows the state and characters of sin- 
ners, repeatedly commands them to make them a new heart. He 
commands them to change their hearts both explicitly and implicitly, 
in various forms, and in a multitude of places. In the verse which 
contains our text, he says in plain terms, ‘ Cast away from you all 
your transgressions whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a 
new heart and a new spirit.’ We find a similar command in the 
tenth of Deuteronomy. ‘Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
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heart, and be no more stiff-necked.? This same command is re- 
peated in nearly the same expressions in the fourth of Jeremiah. 
‘Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the foreskin of 
your hearts. O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that 
thou mayest be saved; how long shall thy vain thoughts lodge with- 
in thee?’ Nothing less than the making of a new heart is required 
in the fourth chapter of James. ‘Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, 
and purify your hearts, ye double minded.’ In these passages, 
God explicitly commands sinners to make them a new heart; and 
he implicitly requires the same thing, in every other command he 
has given them in his word. When he commands them to love 
himself with all their hearts, and their neighbors as themselves; or 
when he commands them to repent, to believe, to submit, to pray, 
to rejoice, or to do any thing else, he implicitly commands them to 
make them a new heart, or to exercise holy, instead of unholy af- 
fections. And for sinners to exercise holy affections, is to exercise 
the new affections, in which a new heart consists. Thus it appears, 
that sinners, notwithstanding their total depravity, are capable of 
making a new heart, and are commanded to make a new heart, and 
and of consequence, that it is their first and indispensable duty, to 
make them a new heart. Every argument that can be adduced to 
prove, that they ought to do any duty, will equally prove that they 
ought to do this first duty of all.” 





From the Young Man’s Guide. 
Use or Tosacco. SmoxkIna. 


Smoxine has every where,in Europe and America, become a 
tremendous evil; and no where more so than in this country: if 
we except Holland and Germany. Indeed we are already fast 
treading in the steps of those countries, and the following vivid 
decription of the miseries which this filthy practice entails on the 
Germans will soon be quite applicable to the people of the United 
States, unless we can induce the rising generation to turn the 
current of public opinion against it. 

“This plague, like the Egyptian plague of frogs, is felt every 
where, and in every thing. It poisons the streets, the clubs, and 
the coffee-houses ;—furniture, clothes, equipage, persons are redolent 
of the abomination. It makes even the dullness of the newspapers 
doubly narcotic : every eatable and drinkable, all that can be seen, 
felt, heard or understood, is saturated with tobacco;—the very air 
we breathe is but a conveyance for this poison into the lungs; and 
every man, woman, and child, rapidly acquires the complexion of a 
boiled chicken. From the hour of their waking, if nine-tenths of 
their population can be said to awake at all, to the hour of their 
lying down, the pipe is never out oftheir mouths. One mighty fumi- 
gation reigns, and human nature is smoked dry by tens of thou- 
sands of square miles. The German physiologists compute, that of 





1835.] USE OF TOBACCO. 185 





20 deaths, between eighteen and thirty-five years, 10 originate in the 
waste of the constitution by smoking.” 


This is indeed a horrid picture ; but when it is considered that 
the best estimates which can be made concur in showing that tobacco, 
to the amount of $16,000,000, is consumed in the United States 
annually, and that by far the greater part of this is in smoking cigars, 
there is certainly room for gloomy apprehensions. What though 
we do not use the dirty pipe of the Dutch and Germans? If we 
only use the tobacco, the mischief is effectually accomplished. Per- 
haps it were even better that we should lay out a part of our money 
for pipes, than to spend the whole for tobacco. 


Smoking is indecent, filthy, and rude, and to many individuals 
highly offensive. When first introduced into Europe, in the 16th 
century its use was prohibited under very severe penalties, which in 
some countries amounted even to cutling off the nose. And how 
much better is the practice of voluntarily burning up our noses, by 
making a chimney of them? Iam happy, however, in being able 
to state, that this unpardonable practice is now abandoned in many 
of the fashionable societies in Europe. : 

There is one remarkable fact to be observed in speaking on this 
subject. No parent ever teaches his child the use of tobacco, or 
even encourages it, except by his example. Thus the smoker 
virtually condemns himself in the very “thing which he alloweth.” 
It is not precisely so in the case of spirits; for many parents directly 
encourage the use of that. 

Tobacco is one of the most powerful poisons in nature. Even 
the physician, some of whose medicines are so active that a few 
grains, or a few drops, will destroy life at once, finds tobacco too 
powerful for his use; and in those cases where it is most clearly 
required, only makes it a last resort. Its daily use, in any form, 
deranges, and sometimes destroys the stomach and nerves, produces 
weakness, low spirits, dyspepsy, vertigo, and many other complaints. 
These are its immediate effects. 

Its remote effects are scarcely less dreadful. It dries the mouth 
and nostrils, and probably the brain ; benumbs the senses of smell and 
taste, impairs the hearing, and ultimately theeye-sight. Germany, a 
smoking nation, is at the same time, a spectacled nation. More 
than all this; it dries the blood; creates thirst and loss of appetite ; 
and in this and other ways, often lays the foundation of intemperance. 
In fact, not a few persons are made drunkards by this very means. 
Dr Rush has a Jong chapter on this subject in one of his volumes, 
which is well worth your attention. In addition to all this, it has 
often been observed that in fevers and other diseases, medicines 
never operate well in constitutions which have been accustomed to 
the use of tobacco. 

Of the expense which the use of it involves, I have already 
spoken. Of the $16,000,000 thus expended, $9,000,000 are suppos- 
ed to be for smoking Spanish cigars ; $6,500,000 for smoking Ame- 
rican tobacco, and for chewing it; and $500,000 for snuff. 
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Although many people of real intelligence become addicted to 
this practice, as is the case especially among the learned in Germany, 
yet it cannot be denied that in general, those individuals and nations 
whose mental powersare the weakest, are (in proportion to their means 
of acquiring it) most enslaved to it. To be convinced of the truth 
of this remark, we have only to open our eyes to facts as they exist 
around us. But we have other proof. 

All ignorant and savage nations indulge in extraordinary stimu- 
lants, (and tobacco among the rest,) whenever they have the means 
of obtaining them; and in proportion to their degradation. Thus it 
is with the native tribes of North America; thus with the natives of 
Africa, Asia, and New-Holland ; thus with the Cretins and Gypsies. 
Zimmerman says, that the latter “suspend their predatory excur- 
sions, and on an appointed evening in every week, assemble to en- 
joy their guilty spoils in the fumes of strong waters and tobacco.” 
Here they are represented as indulging in idle tales about the char- 
acter and conduct of those around them; a statement which can 
very easily be believed by those who have watched the effects pro- 
duced by the fumes of stimulating beverages much more “ respecta- 
dle” than spirits or tobacco smoke. 

The quantity which is used in civilized nations is almost incredi- 
bly great. England alone imported, in 1829, 22,400,000 Ibs. of un- 
manufactured tobacco. There is no narcotic plant—not even the 
tea plant—in such extensive use, unless it is the betel of India and 
the adjoining countries. This is the leaf of a climbing plant re- 
sembling ivy, but of the pepper tribe. ‘The people of the East chew 
it so incessantly, and in such quantities, that their lips become quite 
red, and their teeth black—showing that it has affected their whole 
systems. ‘They carry it about them in boxes, and offer it to each 
other in compliment, as the Europeans do snuff; and it is consider- 
ed uncivil and unkind to refuse to accept and chew it. This is 
done by the women as well as by the men. We might draw from 
this fact many important lessons on our own favored stimulants, 
were we dispose to do so. 

In view of the great and growing evil of smoking, the practical 
question arises ; ‘‘ What shall be done?” The answer is—Render 
it unfashionable and disreputable. Do you ask, ‘‘ How is this to be 
accomplished ?”” Why, how has alcohol been rendered unpopular ? 
Do you still say, ‘‘ One persgn alone cannot effect much 7” But so 
might any person have said a few years ago, in regard to spirits. 
Individuals must commence the work of reformation in the one 
case, as well as in the other; and success will then be equally 
certain. 





This world is the place for labor, and not for rest, or enjoyment, 
except that enjoyment which may be found in serving God. We 
shall have time enough in the coming world to rest, and to converse 
with our friends; and it may well reconcile us to separation here, if 
we hope to be forever with them there. Payson. 





POETRY. 





POETRY. 
Tue SNAIL AND THE F Roa. 


Mavor. 


Tue constant drop will wear the stone; 
The slow but sure, in time, get on. 
One morning, when the vernal flowers 
Opened their cups to drink the showers— 
Ere sluggard man had left his bed, 

Or ‘dangered reptiles by his tread— 

A brisk young frog, intent to stray, 
Along a garden took his way ; 

And as he bounded full of glee, 

A creeping snail he chanced to see : 

* You lazy animal,’ he cried, 

‘Emblem of bloated, stately pride, 
That scarce can crawl or move along, 
For fear of jostling in the throng,— 
When do you fancy at this pace 

You'll reach the object of your chase? 
No doubt yon lettuce tempts your view, 
Or yon ripe plum of glossy blue: 

But ere you come within their sphere 
The keen-eyed gardner will be here :-— 
While I upon yon flowery bank, 

With early dew so fresh and dank, 
Shall soon be lodged and find my prey 
Sufficient for the longest day.’ 

* Softly but slowly ;’ said the snail, 

* Not speed but diligence prevail.’ 

The frog leaped on—bade snail good morrow, 
And deemed its life a scene of sorrow. 
Diverted from the intended route 

Now here, now there, he hopped in doubt. 
* That bed will copious stores supply ; 
This bank I find too hard too dry ;— 
Again I'll shift ; for free to change, 
O’er all the garden soon I'll range ; 
And when I quite can suit my taste, 
Then is the time to feed and rest.’ 
Thus hastening with unsteady aim, 
From bad to worse in quest of game,— 
Again he crossed the steady snail 

Just as it gained the propping rail, 

On which the downy plum reposed, 
The object which its journey closed. 


24 
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‘ Ah, friend!’ in turn the snail exclaimed, 
What's this I see! the bank you named 
Is still unreached! though slow my pace, 
I’ve beat you hollow in the race. 
You hopping, vain, unsettled thing, 
So, what avails your length of spring ?— 
Had you, like me, pursued the line, 
Unchanging from your first design, 
Ere now, you might have gained a cover, 
And feed as I do now, in clover.’ 

MORAL. 


The desultory miss the mark : 

The steady find it in the dark. 

To perseverance all submit ; 

And firmness wins the prize from wit. 





BOSTON ANNIVERSARIES. 


Tue Anniversaries of the various religious, moral and charitable Associations of 
Massachusetts, were holden, as usual, in Boston, during the last week in May. The 
interest of the occasion was much the same as in years past; but the most absorbing, 
and not the least important, was that of the ““ New-EnGLanp AnTI-SLAVERY Con- 
VENTION.” ‘This Body was organized on Monday evening, May 25th, and adjourned 
on the evening of Thursday following. Speeches were made by various gentlemen 
of talent and intelligence, some of whom were from the South and West; and all, the 
deliberations and debates of the body were such as to give a new and and powerful im- 
petus to the cause of Anti-Slavery throughout this section of country. The following 
sketch presents a condensed view of the business transacted, and may be considered as 
a just exposition of those principles, by which genuine Abolitionists mean to be govern- 
ed. It is indeed a matter of regret, that I cannot give even an epitome of the debates 
elicited by the Resolutions passed in this Body ; and want of room also compels me to 
omit the insertion of two or three interesting letters, received from gentlemen of distinc- 
tion, who had not opportunity to be present. ‘ 

NEW-ENGLAND ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


Boston, May 25th, 1835. 

A meeting of Abolitionists was held at the Anti-Slavery Hall this evening, to organ- 
ize the New-England Anti-Slavery Convention. On motion, E. M. P. Wells, Vv. D.M. 
was called to the chair, and Mr. Charles C. Barry was chosen Secretary. Wm. Twi- 
ning, V. D. M., of Lowell, offered prayer. 

in motion, it was 

Voted, That Wm. Oakes, George Kimball of Canaan, S. E. Sewall, Esqrs. and Wm. 
Twining, V. D. M., and R. B. Hall, V. D. M., be a committee to nominate suitable per- 
sons for officers of the convention. 

Voted, That the common forms of proceeding in legislative bodies be observed. 

Voted, That O. Scott, V. D. M., of Sprin field, Asa Rand, V. D. M.,of Lowell, C. 
P. Grosvenor, V. D. M., of Salem, John Blain, V. D. M., of Providence, and J. G. 
Whittier, Esq. be a committee, to whom all votes and resolutions shall be submitted, be- 
fore they are brought before the convention for their approbation. If the committee do 
not approve of any vote or resolve submitted to them, the member proposing it, shall 
still have the right to bring it before the convention, if he pleases. 

Voted, That all delegates from Anti-Slavery Societies be members of this conven- 
tion, and all persons wishing to become so, who are in favor of the immediate and un- 
conditional abolition of slavery ; and that all delegates from Anti-Slavery societies hand 
their credentials to the secretaries, and that all other persons who wish to be members 
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of the convention give in their names and places of residence to the secretaries. 

The committee on nominations reported the names of the following persons, as offi- 
cers of the convention, viz: 

AMASA WALKER, Esq. of Boston, President. 

S. J. May, V. D. M., of Boston, Georce Storrs, V. D. M., of Concord, N.H. 
Mr. Wm. M. Cuace, of Providence, R. I. Secretaries. 

The convention was then organized by the election of the above named officers. 9S. 
J. May, V. D. M., Vice President, took the chair in the absence of the President. 

On motion, it was 

Voted, That a committee of finance, consisting of Messrs. Shipley, Sewall and Fuller, 
be appointed to ascertain what will be the expense of the convention, and apportion it 
among the members. . 

Voted, ‘That a committee of publication be appointed, consisting of W.S. Porter, V. 
D. M., W. L. Garrison, J. G. Whittier, and Isaac Knapp, 

Voted, ‘That a committee, consisting of the President, Messrs. Grosvenor, Perry, 
Rand and Williams, be appointed to wait on Dr. Cox and Mr. Hoby, from England, and 
invite them to take seats as members of the convention, and, if agreeable, to speak on 
the subject of the abolition of slavery, 

Voted, ‘That the convention adjourn to meet to-morrow morning, at the Tremont 
Hall, at 9 o’clock. 

Adjourned. ~ 

’ Turspay, May 26, 1835. 

The Convention assembled at Tremont Hall, according to adjournment at half past 
9 o’clock, A.M. The President in the chair. The Presifent made a short and appro- 
priate address ; after which, ‘Theodore S. Wright, V. D. M., of New York, addressed 
the throne of grace, and the minutes were read of the preceding meeting. 

Ss May, V. D. M., from the committee canta e wait on Dr. Sen and Mr. Ho- 
by, reported that they are informed by those gentlemen that it will be inconvenient for 
them to attend this morning’s session, and that unless they altered their views, it would 
be inconsistent for them to take any part in the deliberations of the-convention. 

Voted, That the report be accepted and the committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Bacon, y 

Voted, That the vote appointing a committee of publication be reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Phelps, 

Voted, That the subject be laid on the table, and disposed of at the first business 
meeting. 

Mr. May read an interesting letter from S. H. Cox, D. D. Auburn, N. Y. 

C. P. Grosvenor, V. D. M., of Salem, offered the following resolution, which was sec- 
ended by J. 'T. Woodbury, V. D. M., of Acton, and supported by these gentlemen in 
appropriate remarks. : 

Resolved, That this convention do give thanks to God, the Father of mercies, for the 
measure of success which he has been pleased to bestow on the efforts of the friends of 
the slave, and for the present prospects of our cause. 

Theodore S. Wright, V. D. M., of New York, added some impressive remarks, after 
which, the resolution was unani ly passed 

Qn motion of Asa Rand, V. D. M., it was 

Voted, That the convention do now unite in a solemn act of thanksgiving to God. 

Accordingly Stephen Thurston, V. D. M., of West Prospect, Maine, addressed the 
throne of grace in appropriate and solemn prayer. 

George Storrs, V. D. M., of Concord, N. ., offered the following resolution, which, 
after remarks by the mover, who gave way to Mr. Birney, was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of abolitionists to inculcate their principles and opinions 
on their brethren of the south, and to do it with Christian forbearance and kindness. 

George Thompson, os moved and supported the as resolution, which Was 
seconded by P. R. Russel, V. D. M., and unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the doctrine of immediate and unconditional emancipation is the only 
righteous and efficient principle of action in the cause of abolition, and that this conven- 
tion rejoices in the demonstration afforded of the power, practicability and safety of 
that doctrine in the events which have recently transpired in the British West India Isl- 
ands, the Cape of Good Hope and Mauritius. 

On motion of Mr. May, 

Voted, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at Ritchie Hall, at half past 7 
o'clock, P. M. ; 

Voted to adjourn. 





Half past 7 o'clock, P.M. 
The convention assembled, according to adjournment, at Ritchie Hall, and was open- 
ed by prayer by Moses Thacher, V.D. M., ef North Wrentham, Mass, J 
Mr. Garrison made some remarks in reference to the meeting of the American Union 
“ afternoon, and was followed by Messrs. Phelps, Thompson, and Twining. It was 
en,— 
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Voted, That the further consideration of this subject be postponed till the business 
meeting of the convention to-morrow. 

By request James G, Birney, Esq. made several interesting statements relative to the 
progress of the cause in Kentucky, and made replies to questions addressed to him on 
the subject. It was then 

Voted, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at Julien Hall at 9 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. 

Voted to adjourn. 

Wepnespay, May 27, 1835. 

The convention met, according to adjournment, at Julien Hall, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
The President in the chair. The meeting was opened with prayer by S. W. Wilson, 
V. D. M., of Andover, Mass., afier which the minutes of yesterday were read. 

The committee on finance reported that the sum of one dollar be assessed on each 
member of the convention in order to defray the expenses, and that the same be paid to 
the Secretaries. 

Voted, That the report be accepted. 

Mr. May took the opportunity to make some remarks on the importance of procuring 
funds to aid the cause of emancipation, and made some statements in reference to the 
embarrassments of the Massachusetts Society. Mr. Thompson added some sugges- 
tions, when it was 

Voted, That Messrs. Garrison, Phelps, and Waters, be a committee to procure sub- 
scriptions and contributions. 

J. G. Birney, Esq. offered the following resolution, which was seconded by H. C. 
Wright, V. D. M., of Boston, and passed. 

Resolved, ‘That whilst it is the duty of abolitionists in the prosecution of the great 
cause in which they have engaged, to abstain, if it be possible, from harsh personalities 
against such as may differ from them ; it is at the same time their duty to receive with 
Christian meekness the rebuke of those who may charge them with error. 

On motion of J.T. Woodbury, V.D. M., of Acton, seconded by A, A. Phelps, V. D. 

., it was 

Rescived, That we, as we know our own hearts, know that we are not actuated in our 
efforts to abolish slavery with either hatred or anger towards the slaveholders ; but are 
doing, as we verily believe, what will best promote their highest interests in time and 
eternity. 

Dyer Burgess, V. D M., of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which was second- 
ed by George Bourne, V. D_ M., of New York. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention one of the most effectual means un- 
der God to persuade the slaveholder to ‘ godly sorrow ’ for his sin, in degrading God’s 
image, and to bring slavery to a speedy and blessed termination, is for the church every 
where to exclude from her communion and privileges, all those who claim and hold their 
fellow men as property. 

This resolution called forth an animated debate, when the hour of adjournment arriv- 
ed, and it was 

Voted, That the resolution be laid on the table to be taken up at the next session. 

The committee on contributions and subscriptions reported that they had obtained 


1800. 

It was then 

Voted to adjourn to this place at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

Convention met according to adjournment, and renewed the discussion of the resolu- 
tion upon the table, which on taking the question was passed i ly. 
s vs Appleton of Portland, offered the following resolution, which was seconded by 

. J. May. 

Resolved, That while the Federal Constitution contains no provision for the limitation 
or removal of Slavery within the jurisdiction of any of the states, so neither does it con- 
tain a single provision involving the people of the United States in the sin of slavery, 
nor any article that opposes an obstacle to the abolition of slavery, by the states respec- 
tively, nor does it contain a single clause inconsistent with the means which abolition- 
ists would employ for the removal of slavery from the United States. 

After some discussion, it was 

Voted, To lay this resolution on the table, to be taken up at the session to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Wright moved the following resolution which was seconded by Mr. May, and 
passed unanimously. * 

Resolved, That a convention of the friends of immediate abolition be held in New- 
England annually, until slavery be abolished, at such time and place as shall be desig- 
nated by a standing committee appointed by said convention. 

On motion of S. E. Sewall, Esq., it was 

Voted, That the board of managers of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society be 
that committee. 
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Voted, To adjourn to half past 7 this evening. 

Half past 7 o’clock, P. M. 

The convention met agreeably to adjournment. ‘ 

Mr. H. B. Stanton of Ohio, moved and sustained the following resolution, which was 
seconded by J. O Choules, V. D. M., of New Bedford, in an able speech. 

Resolved, ‘That the people of the free states by apologizing for the sin of slavehold- 
ing, and especially by discouraging the examination aud discussion of the subject, op- 
pose one of the greatest obstacles to the speedy abolition of slavery. 

Mr. Birney and O. Scott, V. D. M., of Springfield, Mass., added interesting and per- 
tinent remarks, after which the resolution passed unanimously. {t was then 

Voted to adjourn till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

Tuurspay, 9 o'clock, A. M. — 

The convention met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by Phin- 
eas Crandall, V. D. M., of Newburyport. 

The minutes of yesterday were then read. 

The resolution offered by Gen. Appleton being the order of the day, was taken u 
and discussed. On motion of Mr. May, seconded by Mr. Garrison, the farther consid- 
eration of the subject was indefinitety postponed. : 

Mr. Thacher offered a resolution, which being amended by Mr. Garrison, passed as 
follows : 

Resolved, As the sense of this convention, that the friends of abolition should give 
the preference, in all cases, to the products of free over slave labor. 

On motion of Mr. Bryant Morse of Lowell, it was 

Resolved, That this convention regret exceedingly, that any prejudices should operate 
to prevent the free colored youth of our country from finding opportunities to obtain 
mechanical as well as literary instruction. 7 

George Kimball, Esq.,of Canaan, N. H., offered the following resolutions, which, be- 
ing seconded by S. E. Sewall, Esq., of Boston, passed. 

Resolved, That the-toleration, by the American people, of slavery and the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, is disgraceful to them as lovers of freedom, as Christians, and 
as men ; and that the slave trade thus permitted is, in principle, as enormous a violation 
of justice and humanity, as the African slave trade. Ree 

Resolved, ‘That the members of this convention pledge themselves, individually, to 
exert their influence to get petitions with as numerous signatures as possible, presented 
to Congress at its next session, for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, 

On motion of H, C. Wright, V. D. M., seconded Mr. Russel of Kingston, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the exclusion of our colored brethren from the usual accommoda- 
tions in stages and steamboats, is a disgrace to our countrymen; and that the prejudice 
against our colored brethren, on account of their complexion, without regard to their 
moral worth, is an unholy prejudice, and ought to be abandoned. 

George Thompson, Esq. offered the following resolution, which was seconded by A. 
A. Phelps, V D. M., and passed unanimously. 

Resolved, That this convention rejoices in the effort made in New-York, during the 
recent anniversary, to enlarge the operations of the American Society, and earnestly 
recommend to such auxiliafy societies in New-England, and to individuals a3 are not yet 
pledged to render assistance in these operations, to do so. 

After some remarks by Mr. Thompson, on motion, it was 

Voted, That the opportunity be now afforded for the delegates to pledge themselves, 
and that the committee on contributions, appointed yesterday, take charge of the busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Woodbury of Acton, moved after the subscription had been filled, that the con- 
vention give thanks to God, and on invitation from the President, led the meeting in 


rayer. 

. W. S. Trask, V. D. M., of Taunton, offered the following resolution, which was sec- 
onded by La Roy Sunderland, V. D. M., and passed. 

Whereas, The duty of prayer is one of the most efficacious means of securing the 
blessing of God upon every Christian enterprise ; and whereas, this duty has been, and 
still is, criminally neglected throughout the Christian community, in relation to the slave 
and the slave-holder—Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the imperative duty of every Christian, and especially of Christian 

inisters, to re ber in all their prayers, whether secret, family,gr public, the condi- 
tion of slaves and slave-holders in our country and in the world. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. May. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to Daniel Fillemore,V.D.M., 
and the officers and members of the Bennet street church, for the noble and generous 
— in which they have repeatedly opened their house of worship to the friends of 
the slave. 

Mr. May offered the following resolutions, which were unanimously passed. 

Resolved, That this convention approves the appointment of the of June next, to 
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be a day of fasting and prayer, for the speedy and entire abolition of slavery, and cor- 
dially recominend the suitable observance of that day, by all the friends of our righteous 
cause. 

_ Resolved, That we hail with exceeding joy the institution of an Anti-Slavery Society 
in Kentucky, as peculiarly auspicious to the cause of our colored countrymen, and that 
we gratefully acknowledge before God, the efficient co-operation of James G. Birney, 
both there aud here. 

Resolved, ‘That more efficient efforts be made to procure the funds needed by the 
Manual! Labor school ; and that an agent be appointed for this purpose ; and that at the 
same time, we cordially recommend the Noyes Academy at Canaan, N. H. to public 
patronage. 

Mr. Garrison offered the following resolutions, which were seconded by Mr. May, and 
passed unanimously. 

Resolved, ‘That this Convention is deeply affected in view of the disinterested philan- 
thropy, praiseworthy liberality, and Christian love of our abolition brethren in England, 
in sending to our shores our beloved brother George Thompson, to plead and toil with us 
for the deliverauce of millions of eur countrymen from the darkness of heathenism and 
the horrors of bondage. 

Resolved, ‘That this convention duly appreciates the Christian enterprise, heroic cour- 
age, and holy devotion to the cause of God and man, which have been displayed by our 
brother George ‘Thompson, in the prosecution of his noble mission among us—a mission 
joyfully accepted by him, with a clear apprehension of all the trials, sufferings and per- 
ils, which attend it, because “ esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt.” 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the abundant success which has already crowned the labors of our 
brother George Thompson, since his arrival among us, is regarded by this convention as 
high and encouraging evidence that the God of the oppressed smiles approvingly upon 
his mission, and leads us to anticipate much good from his future exertions. 

Resolved, That sin of every kind, in every quarter of our world, may be legitimately 
assailed, at home or abroad, by persons of every country—of all complexions and climes; 
and hence, that the ground now assumed by a aoe portion of the Christian community, 


viz: that a foreigner has no right to meddle with the sins of this country, is a palpable 
denial of the assertion of our Lord, that “ the field is the world,” and a virtual repeal of 
his command, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature ;” and 


casts reproach and condemnation upon all the missionary efiorts of Christendom. 

On motion of William Twining, V. D. M., of Lowell, it was 

Resolved, ‘That slavery in the United States is a serious hindrance to the benevolent 
enterprises of the age, but that it is not our wish or intention to make use of this lament- 
able fact to the injury of any Christian association. 

Voted, ‘That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet in this place at half past 7 o’clock, 
this evening. 

The committee on subscriptions then announced that the sums raised this day, in ad- 
dition to that contributed yesterday, amounted to more than FOUR ‘THOUSAND 
DOLLARS. 

Voted to adjourn. 

Half past 7 o'clock, P. M. 

Convention met agreeably to the adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. May, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of two, from each of the N. E. States, be added to the 
c ittee of the Massachusetts Society, for the purpose of designating with them the 
time and place of the meeting of the next N. E. Convention. 

‘The committee was appointed as follows :—Nathan Winslow and Prof. William Smyth, 
of Maine ; George Kimball of Canaan, and George Kent of Concord, N. H.; Oliver 
Johnson of Middlebury, and Chauncey L. Knapp of Montpelier, Vt.; John Prentice and 
John Blain of Providence, R. 1.; P. R. Russell of West Boylston, and G. B. Perry of 
Bradford, Mass ; George Sharpe of Abington, and Alpheus Kingsley of Norwich, Ct. 

Mr. May also offered the following resolution, which was unanimously passed, 

Resolved, That it is the duty of abolitionists to sustain periodicals, which inculcate 
the doctrine of immediate emancipation ; and that while they patronize those of an op- 
posite character, they are not only hindering the progress of the Anti-Slavery cause, but 
are in fact giving their influence to perpetuate the system of slavery. 

On motion of Mr. Wright of Boston, seconded by A. A. Phelps, it was 

Resolved, That &ery system of means to Christianize the slaves, while slaves, must 
of necessity, be in a great measure inefficient. 

This resolution was supported by both these gentlemen, and by Messrs, Birney and 
Caldwell, in appropriate Teaee. 

On motion of Mr. J. E. Fuller, it was 

Resolved, That we, the members of this convention, will take immediate measures to 
obtain the names of every man and woman in New-England, to a petition to Congress 

i diate abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; and request every 
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Senator and Representative to present the petition, and plead for the suffering slave. 

On motion of Mr. May, it was 

Voted, ‘That the thanks of this convention be presented, through its officers, to those 
members of Congress who so nobly endeavored to procure the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, at the last session. 

Orange Scott, V. D. M., of Springfield, moved the following resolution, which was 
seconded by Mr. Woodbury, and passed. 

Resolved, That this convention recommend to the board of managers of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, to call a national convention within the present year, to be held 
in Philadelphia, or such other place farther south, as they shall think best. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by G. B. Perry, V. D. M., of Bradford, it was 

Resolved, ‘That this convention, recognizing the Most High God as the great Head and 
Patron of the cause of immediate and righteous emancipation, humbly and devoutly 
commends the American Anti-Slavery Society, its officers, its agents, its auxiliaries, and 
all its operations and interests, to His guidance, protection, and blessing ; and fervently 
prays that He, as the God of the oppressed, will vindicate their cause by giving ita 
peaceful, bloodless, speedy, and triumphant issue. 

Mr. Thompson sustained this resolution in an interesting and eloquent address ; after 
which, the convention united in singing the beautiful psalm, 

“ From all that dwell below the skies,” &e. 


and engaged in prayer, offered by G. B. Perry, V. D. M., of Bradford. It was then 
Voted, That the proceedings of this convention be signed by the officers, and published 
under the direction of the secretaries. 
It was further 
Voted, That the thanks of this convention be presented to the President, Vice Presi- 
dents, and Secretaries, for their valuable services. 
Voted to adjourn. AMASA WALKER, President. 
ROBERT B. HALL, 
LA ROY SUNDERLAND, ‘ Secretaries. 
WM. M. CHACE. 


Nore.—The initials, “‘ V. D, M.,’’ [Minister of the Word of God,] were 
not annexed to the names of Clergymen, by the secretaries, nor by order of 
the Convention ; but I have taken that liberty in copying, because I cannot, 
conscientiously, sanction the title Reverend, of Papal origin as applied to 
men, which properly belongs only to Gop. “‘ Holy and reverend is his name.” 
Ps. cxi. 9, Epitor TELEGRAPH. 





From the Missionary Herald. 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Sourueastern Arrica.—The ship Burlington, which carried the mission 
families to Southeastern Africa, was at the Cape of Good Hope on the 9th 
of February. No intelligence has been received from the passengers. 

Western Arrica.—A letter from J. L. Wilson, V. D. M., dated at Cape 
Palmas, December 27, 1834, where he had just arrived, states that his voy- 
age had been pleasant, and that the health of himself and wife was good. 
He adds—“ The fever has prevailed among the colonists, but not malignant, 
and has proved fatal in only two instances. The natives received us with 
loud acclamations of joy, and more than five hundred of them are now 
around our doors. The prospects of the colony are flattering. Our house 
was ready for us, and we are comfortable.”” On his way Mr, Wilson touch- 
ed at Goree and Monrovia. 

JerusaLem.—lIn consequence of the decease of Mrs. Thomson, last July, 
it was thought advisable that Mr. Thomson should return to Beyroot and aid 
in the labors there, while Mr. Whiting and Dr. Dodge and their wives should 
remove to Jerusalem and continue the mission there. They accordingly left 
Beyroot on the 22d of October, and proceeded to the place of their destina- 
tion by land, where, after a somewhat wearisome journey, by which, howev- 
er, the health of all was benefitted, they arrived in safety on the Ist of No- 
vember. At the date of their letter, November 24th, they were ready to 
commence their missionary labors. They were welcomed by Messrs. Nico- 
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layson and Camlen, missionaries of the Londcn Jews’ Society, laboring in 
Jerusalem. 

Scio.—Mr. and Mrs. Houston removed from Smyrna to Scio in January, 
where on the 30th of that month they were comfortably settled, and in good 
health. A wide door was beginning to be opened before them, and books 
were applied for every day. 

Tresizonp.—Under date of December 11th, 1834, Mr. Johnston writes 
that he left Constanstinople on the 7th of November, and arrived at Trebiz- 
ond on the 15th; where he was kindly received and very hospitably enter- 
tained by the British consul He had secured a house, and expected to re- 
move his family from Constantinople and commence a permanent residence 
at Trebizond in the spring. 

Atnens.—Mr. King, at the close of the last year and the beginning of 
the present, was experiencing much opposition from the Greek priests and 
from some of the officers of government, which had been removed from Na- 
poli to Athens. The house in which his school was taught had been taken 
from him and used for holding one of the courts; efforts were made to draw 
away his teachers; and the bishop was daily preaching against him and his 
labors. The regency, however, seemed to be very friendly ; and the num- 
ber of his pupils rather increased. For books and tracts there was still a 
good demand ; and in the month of January he distributed more than 3,600 
copies of school books and tracts, and more than 200 copies of the New 
Testament in modern Greek.—The inhabitants of Napoli were proposing to 
establish a college there wholly independent of the government, and had 
raised a considerable amount of funds for the purpose. The king of Greece 
will become of age and assume the reins of government himself in June next. 

S1am.—The ship Cashmere, which sailed from Boston, July 2d of last year, 
having on board Doct. and Mrs. Bradley, and Miss White, arrived at Am- 
herst, in Burmah, on the 6th of December, the mission family being in good 
health. The passage had been unusually long, (157 days), but otherwise 
pleasant. Dr. B. had visited the Baptist mission station at Maulmein; and 
as the Cashmere was to touch at Rangoon, he did not expect to reach Sin- 
gapore till the first of January. 

Arkansas CHEroKEES.—Miss Cynthia Thrall was removed by death from 
her missionary labors at Dwight on the 17th of August last. 

Mrs. Newton, wife of Mr. Samuel Newton, of the same mission, closed 
her labors at the Forks of Illinois, on the thirtieth of March. 

Both these faithful laborers were sustained by the christian hope in the 
hour of dissolution. 


EMBARKATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


Asahel Grant, M. D., from Utica, N. Y., and Mrs. Grant, from Cherry 
Valley, N. Y., and Miss Rebecca W. Williams, from East Hartford, Con., 
embarked in the brig Angola, Capt. Cushing, for Smyrna, May 11th. After 
their arrival at Smyrna, Doct. and Mrs. Grant will proceed by way of Con. 
stantinople, to join the mission to the Nestorians in Persia. Miss Williams 
will proceed to Beyroot, where she will be engaged in teaching and superin- 
tending female schools. 

John M. S. Perry, V. D. M., late pastor of a church in Mendon, Mass, and 
his wife, J. J. Lawrence, V. D. M., from Geneseo, N. Y., and Mrs. Law- 
rence, from Maltaville, N. ¥., Henry Ballantine, V. D. M., from Marion, 
Ohio, and Mrs. Ballantine, from Henniker, N. H., and Mr. E. A. Webster, 
printer, from Utica, N. Y., and Mrs. Webster, from Victor, N. Y., embarked 
in the ship Shepherdess, Capt. Kinsman, May 16th. The Shepherdess will 
touch at Colombo, on the Western coast of Ceylon, and leave Messrs. Perry 
and Lawrence and their wives, destined to the mission among the Tamul 
people, and will then proceed to Bombay, with Messrs. Ballantine and Web- 
ster and their wives, who are to reinforce the Mahratta mission. 
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